
 
  

 

 

Dear Salem Family, 

It is hard to believe that August is already coming to a close. With the scorching heat we 
had, I kept wondering when fall would finally arrive, but now the air is growing cooler, and 
September - my favorite month of the year - is just around the corner! (And yes, I might be a 
bit biased since my birthday is in September!) 

Looking back on this past month, it has been such a meaningful journey of learning, 
sharing our hearts, and growing alongside all of you. August was filled with graceful 
moments of getting to know our church family and the local community much deeper. 
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Through our Joint VBS, the bread ministry at the Farmers’ Market, visiting your homes, and 
sharing warm conversations, I was truly grateful to witness firsthand how God’s hand is at 
work in your lives. I was also blessed to meet with several local colleagues and retired 
pastors in the Fond du Lac area, receiving their encouragement and wisdom. 

Amidst these precious encounters, I spent time reflecting and studying leadership and 
spirituality, constantly seeking God's guidance on how I can best serve Salem Church and 
faithfully lead you all as a shepherd. 

Now, we stand at the doorway of a new season. We are preparing for an exciting start to our 
fall ministries, beginning with our upcoming Rally Sunday. If August was a time of getting to 
know one another and building our spiritual foundation, September will be a time for all of 
us to step forward together in faith and purpose. 

I ask for your prayers for our Sunday School, our next generation, all our church families, 
and the new ministries unfolding this fall - such as the Apple Harvest and the music 
concert. Let us step into this season with joyful expectations for what God will do in our 
church and through us. 

Thank you so much for your warm love, your prayers, and your dedication. 

May the grace and peace of our Lord be with you always. 

Peace, 

Pastor Hakki 

  
 



Accountable Leadership Board (ALB) 
Agenda/Minutes 
August 17, 2026 

 
Meeting convened at 6:00 pm  
Attendees: Mark Runke (presiding ), Jon Gilliland, Pastor Hakki, Bob Mikkelsen, Rick 
Roth, Doug Hammack, Mickie Anderson, Penny Kottke, Phil Corbin,  Amy Ahlstrom   
Opening Prayer provided by Pastor Hakki 
Devotion provided by Jon Gilliland based on “The Power of Positive Thinking” by Rev. 
Dr. Norman Vincent Peale. Summation: We are called to do – live a life of faith, grace 
and thankfulness …understanding that God has given us all things and we ought to 
recognize then as his gifts to us to use in his service. 
Fiduciary Work: 

• Approval of June minutes: Motion made by Penny Kottke to approve as written. 
Seconded by Mickie Anderson. Motion voted on by those present and passed 
unanimously. 

• June Finance Report - Rick Roth 
o Income: Budget $18,119, Actual $18,531 
o Expense: Budget $26,642, Actual $21,647 
o Utilities more than projected this month 
o 100% apportionments paid 
o Year to Date Income has exceeded our expenses 

Generative Work: 

• Trustees-Phil Corbin 
Items completed past month: 
o Fire Extinguisher inspection was completed and units recharged.  Fire Marshall 

paperwork filed. 

o Exterior hose bib was difficult to operate (AGAIN).  Lubricated and exercised and 

now working properly for the watering volunteers.  Replaced the operating key.  

May need to replace the hose bib in the future. 

o Correspondence sent out via the Kaleidoscope and Bulletin regarding the use of 

church property and or facilities with new forms provided to Patti for completion 

for members to sign out items or reserve the space.  Patti is keeping in an 

electronic file as well as hard file. 

Items still to be addressed: 

o Kitchen Hood fire suppression system recharge has been authorized, to be 

completed any day now and then report sent to the fire chief. 

o Choir loft security issue, still needs to be addressed with the building inspector on 

proposed solution.  New door at East entry to the stairwell and new lockset on 

the existing door on the west side. 

o Review gutters that are hanging loose on the west side of the mansion section 

with Wenger and have them quote to rehang/straighten.  Waiting on quote from 

Wenger. 

o Tables in Sunday School rooms have loose metal trim – Phil to repair this week. 

o Bracket on exterior sign to hold open when changing the letters is broken on 

once side.  Contacted the sign vendor but they had no solutions.  Phil to measure 

and see if one can be made in the Ahern sheet metal shop.  

o Arrow Lift to complete annual inspection this fall – to be scheduled. 



o Discuss procedure to lock the church after service on Sundays with the group. 

Phil to cover 8/23. Mark to cover 8/30. 

• Liaison to congregation - Doug Hammack 
o No new requests 

Update from Communications - Amy Ahlstrom 

• Salem Website and Facebook 
o Website hits continue to grow over past month. More social media 

presence. 
o Facebook followers are increasing. Continue to share posts 
o Working on short videos to promote events, e.g. Choir, Sunday School, 

Apple Harvest, etc. 
 
Pastor Hakki Discussion Time 

• Pastor kindly reminded members to discuss personal or pastoral needs directly 
with the Pastor, noting that formal outreach to the DS regarding sensitive matters 
should go through the Pastor or SPRC Chair to support a healthy and 
transparent church culture. 

• Led a brief self-introduction time with ALB leaders to share personal backgrounds 
and build deeper connections. 

• Invited ALB leaders to share their perspectives on the past peak or "golden era" 
of Salem Church and what made that period special. 

• Discussed and reviewed Salem’s yearly events, traditions, and ecumenical 
activities to align on the pastor’s role and expectations for upcoming community 
and church engagements. 

• Received agreement from the committee to take a compensatory day off during 
the week when ministry duties or national holidays overlap with scheduled days 
off. 

 
Open Discussion 

• Jon Gilliland overview of Upcoming Concert at Salem on September 26, at 7 pm  
“Piano/Organ Concert” with Michael Hillrstad and Suzi Frey. Will be free will 
offering. Promotion will include Creating an Event on Facebook and many other 
avenues 

 
Next meeting date: September 21, 2026 at 6:00 pm  
Closing comments,  close meeting with prayer by Jon Gilliland 
Motion to adjourn by Mickie Anderson. Seconded by Penny Kottke. Motion voted on by 
those present and passed unanimously. 
 
Meeting concluded at 8:07 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted 
Amy Ahlstrom, Communication Specialist 
 



 
 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Hakki's General Contact Information 

Pastor Hakki's general contact hours will be Monday through Thursday, from 9:00 

AM to 5:00 PM. During these hours, church members are welcome to call or text 

Pastor Hakki as they feel comfortable to (213) 477-0192. 

 

Also,  Pastor Hakki's Sabbath is on Friday, and his day off is on Saturday. However, he 

is always available anytime for urgent pastoral care or emergency situations. 



September Mission of the Month 

 SALEM MISSION TEAM FINANCIAL SUPPORT 

This October, Salem’s Mission Team will be heading to Red Bird 

Mission located in Beverly, Kentucky.  

 

 Cost:  $500/person for camp 

Additional $100/single, $50/double for hotel. 
 

Our mission is to help defray the cost for our team members. Please support Salem’s outreach 

program by making your contribution to:  MISSION TRIP. 

 

Red Bird Mission was founded in 1921 in the southeastern corner of Kentucky to provide 

physical, educational and spiritual needs of Appalachia.  There are opportunities for people of 

all ages and abilities to participate.  If you’d like to be on the October Mission Team, contact 

Mark Runke. 

 

The Work Camp program that enlisted volunteers to maintain mission facilities decades ago now 

involves 2,500 participants annually and has expanded its purpose to include community home 

repair and improvement.  The first new home was built in 2016 in the community by volunteers. 

 

Some examples of work projects are window replacement, small room additions, painting, 

building porches or ramps and grounds keeping.  Light-duty work is available such as office 

work, craft and community store helpers, and recycling. 

 
 
 

 
Farmer’s Market Bread Making Ministry 

Saturday, September 19  

8 am to 12 pm 

 

 

Prayer Chain: Do you have a concern or a joy you you’d like to share with the pray 

er chain? Call Julie Francis at 920-948-4032 with these requests. All prayer concerns 

are confidential and kept within the prayer chain. Prayer requests are sent out via 

email; if you’re interested in being a prayer warrior, you may also contact Julie. 

 



CALLING ALL SINGERS!!! 

If you enjoy singing - and want to associate with other FUN folks who also enjoy singing - 
NOW IS THE TIME to join the Salem Choir.  A "solo" or "professional" singing voice is not 
required and neither is the ability to sight-read music flawlessly.  All that is expected of 
choir members is a desire to join a vocal ensemble that provides uplifting and meaningful 
music for Salem's worship services. 

The Salem Choir meets on Wednesday evenings from 7-8:00PM in the Choir 
Loft,  beginning on September 9.  The choir participates in regular Sunday worship services 
on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month.  In addition to music for Sunday services, the 
choir presents special Christmas and Easter cantatas. 

Interested singers can talk to a choir member or contact Jon Gilliland for additional 
information. 

 
PIANO/ORGAN Concert at Salem 
 
Mark your calendars for Saturday, September 26 at 7:00pm! Plan to attend, and invite a 
friend or five to a very special musical performance by some exceptional musicians. 
Michael W. Hillestad, Susie Classen Frey, as well as other special guest musicians will 
present an evening of piano/organ duets, special arrangements of your favorite hymns, and 
other musical selections. This exciting evening of music at Salem will be extra special as 
there will also be a Hymn-Sing under the masterful accompaniment of Michael.  
 
Salem is fortunate to be able to present such an uplifting performance presented by these 
remarkable musicians.  You won't want to miss it!  There will be a free-will offering taken 
and a reception with light refreshments in the Narthex will follow the concert. 
 

Jelly Jars Available 

The Apple Harvest Team has several cases of jelly jars for a small donation. If interested in a 
case, contact Bob Mikkelsen at 920-251-6536 



 

 

 

 

 

 



Saturday, October 10, 2026 

Salem’s 27th Apple Harvest 

Apple Pie and Pie-in-a Jar Sale 

Drive-through pickup – 9:00am – 2:00pm 

Look for Apple Pie-in-a-Jar and Apple Pie order forms in this Kaleidoscope! 

Please share with your friends and family! 

Apple Pie-in-a-Jar ~ order deadline is Friday, September 1! 

Help turn bushels of apples into Apple Pie-in-a-Jar on Saturday, August 29 and Saturday 

September 12. We start at 7:00 AM and usually finish by 1:00 PM. Come and work as 

long as you can; even an hour or two is greatly appreciated. We’re encouraging apple 

peelers and cleaners to come at 7:00 to get a head start. Everyone is welcome; you don’t 

need to sign up, just come and enjoy good fellowship during production! 

Apple Pies ~ order deadline is Wednesday, September 23! 

Please – mark your calendar and plan to help with the Apple Pie Production when you can: 

• Monday, September 28: making apple pies 

• Tuesday, September 29: making and baking apple pies 

• Wednesday, September 30: making apple pies & pickup 

• Thursday, October 1: Day Off! 

• Friday, October 2: making apple pies and frozen pie pickup 

• Monday, October 5: making apple pies 

• Tuesday, October 6: making and baking apple pies 

• Wednesday, October 7: making apple pies and pickup 

• Thursday, October 8: Day Off! 

• Friday, October 9: making and baking apple pies 
If you are newly retired or have flexibility in your work schedule, join our Appealing Peelers, Cutting Edge 

Cleaners, Dough Boys, Holy Rollers, Merry Mixers, Talented Toppers, and Minute Men as often and for as 

long as you are able. We begin at 7:00 AM and work until the freezers are full and orders are ready; 10-15 

people will make this happen. Typically, we’re finished by 1:00 PM depending on number of orders. And 

as always, the fellowship is fantastic! 

 Saturday, October 10 
Help deliver frozen pie orders; 9:00am-2:00pm. 

Keep watching Salem’s website, Facebook page, bulletins, and E-News for updates as decisions are made 

as well as for the order blanks! 

 



 

     APPLE PIE ORDER FORM      
Wednesday, September 23, 2026 is the absolute deadline to order pies. Return orders to Salem United Methodist Church, 120 

Sheboygan St, Fond du Lac, by snail mail, in the drop box by glass doors, in the offering plate, or to the church office (Mon-Thurs 9-1). 

How Many Pies Do You Want? 

  9” Baked @ $18.00     Small Unbaked Frozen @ $ 8.00 

  9” Unbaked Frozen @ $18.00    Small Unbaked Sugar free Frozen @ $ 8.00 

  9” Unbaked Sugar free Frozen @ $18.00 

 

When Will You Pick Up Your Pies? 

   Wednesday, September 30; 10 am-1 pm     Wednesday, October 7; 10 am-1 pm 
   Friday, October 2; 10 am-1 pm (frozen pies only)    Saturday, October 10; 9 am-2 pm
 
 

NAME   

PHONE______________________E-MAIL___________________________________ TOTAL______________  

Orders may be paid when ordered or picked up. Checks payable to Salem United Methodist Church or Salem UMC. 

APPLE PIE-IN-A-JAR      
Order Deadline: Tuesday, September 1, 2026 

 

Return orders to Salem United Methodist Church, 120 Sheboygan Street, Fond du Lac, by snail mail, in the 
drop box by glass doors, in the offering plate, or to the church office (Mon-Thurs 9-1). 
 

______Apple Pie-in-a-Jar $ 10.00 each   Total Cost       $______________ 
 Quantity 
 

Name_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Phone_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

E-mail_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Pay when ordered or picked up.  Checks made payable to Salem United Methodist Church or Salem 
UMC. 

 
Orders may be picked up at the times pre-ordered pies are available: 
   Wednesday, September 30; 10 am-1 pm    Wednesday, October 7; 10 am-1 pm 
   Friday, October 2; 10 am-1 pm      Saturday, October 10; 9 am-2 pm



 
First Ever SE District Lay Ministry Academy 

Sept. 12 & 26, 9:30AM- 3:00PM, Beaver Dam 

 

Join us for the first South East District Lay Ministry Academy!  We are so excited and have something for 

everyone.    

Three in-person 10-hour course offerings will be held over two Saturdays, September 12 and September 

26, 2026, from 9:30 AM to 3:00 PM.  Class sessions will be at Trinity United Methodist Church-Beaver 

Dam, 308 Oneida Street, Beaver Dam, WI 53916.  

Your choice of: 

• Basic (Introduction) Lay Servant Ministry Course (Required for Certified Lay Servant)-Led by 

Pastor Brady Henderson-Alan Tamm will co-instruct – Text is Lay Servant Ministries-Basic 

Course by Sandy Ziegler Jackson and Brian Jackson 

• Preaching Course (Advanced Course) (Required for Certified Lay Speaker)-Led by Pastor Amy 

Powell-Mark Runke and Jon Gilliand will co-instruct – Text is From Pew to Pulpit by Clifton F. 

Guthrie 

• Sacraments Course (for Recertification) -Led by Pastor Joel Certa-Werner-Sharon Black will co-

instruct – Texts are The Holy Mystery:  A United Methodist Understanding of Holy 

Communion and By Water and the Spirit by Gayle Carlton Felton 

Please register using the Conference Website, Under Laity, Laity Trainings  Laity Trainings - Wisconsin 

Conference of the UMC 

For more information, please contact either Jon Gilliland or Mark Runke 

 

Borrowing Church Property 

"Based on ongoing conflicts and issues with the use of church property we have updated our process 
to borrow items as follows: 
 
Fill out the form in the office for personal use of church property and give it to our church secretary. 
 
The church secretary will then send your request to the trustee specialists on the ALB for 
consideration of your request. 
 
The trustee specialist will make a decision on your request based upon church needs first, then other 
prior member commitments and will then respond to your request in person or via phone and 
document same with the church office. 
 
If approved it is the members responsibility to pick and return the church property in the same 
condition and location that it was in prior to the use and communicate to the trustee specialists and 
the office that the items have been returned.  Time frame for use should be as short as possible for 
consideration of other members and church needs." 
 
 
  

https://wisconsin-email.brtapp.com/!BGDc440q6I7V4bFho45l+C8EywtTnCLlLAV4rijFxhD+RJHaKNyRh7O0i6kS+1kuM
https://wisconsin-email.brtapp.com/!BGDc440q6I7V4bFho45l+C8EywtTnCLlLAV4rijFxhD+RJHaKNyRh7O0i6kS+1kuM


  

Rally Day ~ September 13 

Kick-off to 2026-2027 Sunday School! 
 

9:00am Worship Service 

Celebrate Sunday School Leaders 
 

10:15am - Sunday School 

Classes for Children, Youth, & Adults! 
 

 

Calling all children to Sunday School! Join the fun in the Chapel for music, 

then upstairs for snacks, Bible stories, and crafts and…so much fun! 
 

Middle and High School students will meet the first and third Sunday of each 

month for a Bible Study with Katherine Ahrens beginning September 20! 
 

Monetary support for Sunday School curriculum, craft supplies, and snacks for the children and youth 

would greatly be appreciated. Please indicate on your offering envelope “Sunday School”. ~ Thank you! 

 

Adult Sunday School 
Sunday Morning Men’s Bible Study 

Ecclesiastes: Chasing after Meaning by Bill Syrios and Teresa Syrios 
This study was written about a book that takes on life’s most difficult questions. As a matter of fact, the 

very first sentence lays out the author’s stunning conclusion, “Meaningless! Meaningless!” says the 

Teacher. “Utterly meaningless! Everything is meaningless.” ~Ecclesiastes 1:2 NIV 
 

Ecclesiastes is the one book in the Bible that just does not seem to fit. What place could such a harsh 

assertion of meaninglessness have in a Scripture that intends to reveal the redeeming work of God in 

history? Along with the book of Job, Ecclesiastes reminds us that God is bigger, and our life in this world 

more unpredictable, than we might think. This study invites you to take a realistic tour of life. 
 

All are invited to meet in the Gathering Room following the worship service for some “arm-chair” 

quarterback discussion, followed by digging into the Scriptures, and of course, great food. Weekly 

leadership (and food) is shared by class members. New members are always welcome to join! 
 

Visions Adult Sunday School 

Acts: Catching Up with the Spirit – by Prof. Matthew L. Skinner 
In Acts: Catching Up with the Spirit, author and biblical scholar Matthew Skinner provides a broad yet 

theologically attuned introduction to this important book and its story of the early church learning to 

bear witness about God’s salvation through Jesus Christ. In this study, Skinner explores six key themes 

that illustrate the ways in which reading Acts is capable of igniting our imagination about the character 

of the Christian message, the work of God’s people (the church), and the challenges of living faithfully 

in a complex and changing world.  
 

We continue the journey: September 13: Discernment and Change; September 20: Opposition; 

September 27: Saints around the Edges; and finally, October 4: This Changes Everything. 
 

New members always welcome to join Visions class in Fellowship Hall following the worship service for 

some food, fellowship and discussion. ~Julie Francis, Visions Class Leader 



 

 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 
 

 
 2 Harper Rasch 
 2 Marion Yngsdal 
 3 Art Mellon 
 10 Heidi Klebs 
 10 Dan Scharinger 
 15 Richard Bertz 
 15 Mark Runke 
 17 Lucas King 

19 Jean Kottke 
21 Jeannie Runke 
26 Justin Ahrens 
26 Pastor Hakki Min 
27 Autumn Fraley 
28 Peter Capoyianes 
30 Lucas Ahrens 

 

2 Adam and Lindsey Nelson 
21 Peter and Alison Capoyianes 
16 Justin and Katherine Ahrens 

29 Shane and Jennifer Boelk 
30 Ron and Marcia Petak 
 
 

 



                                                      

         Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

30 31 

Pastor Hakki 

Continuing Education 

Class  

6:00 pm – 8:00pm 

Mickie’s Dance  

Class  

1 

Pastor Hakki 

Continuing Education 

Class  

Apple Pie in Jar Order 

Deadline 

 

2 

Pastor Hakki 

Continuing  

Education Class  

 

3 

Pastor Hakki 

Continuing 

Education Class 

4 

Pastor Hakki 

Continuing 

Education Class  

 

5 

 

 

 

 

 6 

 9:00 am Worship - 

Communion           

10:00 am 

Fellowship  

7 

 

8 

 

9 

7:00 pm Choir Starts 

10 

6:30 pm Women’s 

Life Group 

 

11 

 

12  

7:00 am – 1:00 pm 

Making Apple Pie in 

a Jar 

 

13 

9:00 am Worship 

10:00 am 

Fellowship  

10:15 am Sunday 

School Starts 

Scrip Order Due 

14 

 

15 

 

16 

7:00 pm Choir 

17 

Pastor Hakki 

meeting with 

Covenant Church 

 

18 

3:00 pm – 5:00 pm 

Bread Making 

19 

5:00 am – noon 

Bread Making/ 

Farmers Market 

 

20  

9:00 am Worship 

10:00 am 

Fellowship  

10:15 am Sunday 

School 

21 

KALEIDOSCOPE 

DEADLINE 

6:00 pm ALB  

(Accountable 

Leadership Board) 

22 

 

23 

Apple Pie Orders 

Deadline 

7:00 pm Choir 

24 

5:45 pm -7:50 pm 

Green Thumb 

Garden Club 

25  

 

26 

7 pm Piano/Organ 

Concert 

27  

9:00 am Worship 

10:00 am 

Fellowship  

10:15 am Sunday 

School 

 

28 

7:00 am – 1:00 pm 

Pie Making 

 

 29 

7:00 am – 1:00 pm 

Pie Making 

 

 30  

Pie Making 

Pie in a Jar & Pie Pick 

Up 10 am-1 pm 

7:00 Choir 

     

 


