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(Plague presented to Pastor Hakki in September)
Pastor Hakki We're so glad you're here! With appreciation from
your Salem family September 2026

Dear Salem Family,

May the rich grace and love of Christ be with you in your lives, and may we continue to take
one step at a time, trusting God no matter what situation we may find ourselves in.

It has already been three months since | came to Salem. Can you believe it? | am always
surprised when | look back and realize how quickly time passes. | still get questions about
where | was before coming to Fond du Lac, so let me tell you a little about that. Before



coming to Salem, | served three small rural churches in northwestern Wisconsin, beginning
in 2020.

The county where | lived was Polk County, and the town where | lived was Clear Lake, a
small rural community with a population of about 1,000 people. The other two churches |
served were in Deer Park and Emerald. The nearest town that was a little bigger was Amery,
with a population of around 3,000. And if | wanted to go to Walmart, | usually had to drive to
New Richmond, which was about 30 minutes away. | lived there for about six years and
tried to become one of the people there. But originally, | was born in Seoul, Korea, a city of
about 10 million people, and | grew up as a city boy.

About 15 years ago, | had an opportunity to take a class at a university about multicultural
and cross-cultural ministry. After the class, my professor encouraged us to actually
experience what we had studied throughout the semester. So, together with my professor
and a few other students, | spent about a month traveling around and visiting United
Methodist churches in New Jersey and New York.

At that time, | did not know it, but when | look back now, | sometimes wonder if God was
already calling me to become a United Methodist pastor and beginning to prepare the
journey that would eventually lead me to Salem.

If | stop here, | know some of you may still be wondering, “Well, how did you end up in
Wisconsin?” So let me continue. About eight years ago, | came to Southern California to
study at Claremont School of Theology. The city was called Claremont, and it is a college
town. As far as | know, the Claremont Colleges are pretty good schools. The city isin Los
Angeles County, east of Los Angeles. That is why the district where the churches | served as
an intern pastor were located was called the East District.

Around the time | graduated, the COVID pandemic began. During that time, God called my
family and me to Wisconsin, and | have been serving churches here ever since.

| truly feel that my first three months at Salem have been a blessing. | really mean that. Of
course, these three months have also been very, very busy. But there have been many
moments when | have been deeply moved by the love that you have shown to me and my
family. | have found myself truly giving thanks to God for bringing us here and allowing us to
meet all of you. Thank you, sincerely.

The past three months have also been a time for me to adjust to Fond du Lac and to learn
your names and get to know you. Of course, | am still in the process of adjusting and
learning more about Salem. As | have been thinking about this, | began to wonder, “How
can | get to know all of you a little more deeply?”

One thought that came to me was: What if | create opportunities during the week to meet
with you and listen to your stories?



So, during the next three months, | would like to create opportunities for those who would
like to do so to meet with me one-on-one in my office. | would love to hear more about your
lives and your stories.

I have not yet decided exactly what this will look like or how we will do it. But as | think
through the details and have a clearer idea, | will let you know and hopefully create
opportunities for us to spend some time together and for me to listen to your stories.

And finally, there is one more thing | would like to share. We have decided to have our
Church/Charge Conference on Sunday, November 15. DS InSun first suggested the idea,
and | brought it to the ALB, where it was approved.

So, please mark November 15 on your calendars as an important day. As we prepare for
this conference together, | hope we can look back on the ministry we have shared
throughout this past year with gratitude, while also looking forward with anticipation to the
ministry thatis coming in the new year.

Peace,

Pastor Hakki

Accountable Leadership Board (ALB)
Agenda/Minutes
September 28, 2026

Meeting convened at 6:02 pm

Attendees: Mark Runke (presiding), Jon Gilliland, Pastor Hakki, Bob Mikkelsen, Rick Roth,
Mickie Anderson, Penny Kottke, Phil Corbin, Amy Ahlstrom Exc: Doug Hammack, Guest: Harry
Classen

Opening Prayer provided by Mark Runke

Devotion provided by Mickie Anderson based on Proverbs 3:5-6. Take small steps and trust in
God’s word.

Fiduciary Work:

e Approval of August minutes: Motion made by Bob Mikkelsen to approve as written.
Seconded by Jon Gilliland. Motion voted on by those present and passed unanimously.

o August Finance Report - Rick Roth

Income: Budget $18,667 Actual $ 16,153

Expense: Budget $22,006, Actual $20,179

Utilities more than projected this month

100% apportionments paid for this month. Have paid monthly since January.
o Year to Date Income is $1,998 overall ahead

¢ Motion made by Phil Corbin to approve finance report. Seconded by Jon Gilliland.

Motion voted on by those present and passed unanimously.
Generative Work:
e Trustees-Phil Corbin
Items completed in the past month:

¢ Kitchen Hood fire suppression system recharge done by Ahern. Filed with FDL Fire
Dept.

e The annual inspection of the lift was completed by Arrow Lift and passed. Arrow Lift
suggested replacing battery for the phone dialer for emergencies. Will be sending a
quote.

o 2 tables in the Sunday School Rooms have been repaired and are ready for Rally Day.
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Front bushes trimmed by Kazuyo and Dave Jackson. Taken off site to city yard waste
dump.

The backflow preventer that serves the boiler failed during annual inspection, Repaired
by Ahern and paperwork filed with State.

The snowplow contract with Paul’'s Snowplowing renewed for 26-27 at same rates of
$85.Slight increase in salt costs due to commodity increase. Hourly rates same and the
snow will be plowed exceeds 2” in depth by 8 AM. Mistie will shovel/snow blow
sidewalks and entry.

Received quote from Wenger Construction to make gutter repairs in various areas as
directed by Phil and Norm. Total cost is $12,342 to address all the areas.
Discussed/approval of areas 2 & 6 at cost of $6,118 (includes cost of lift). Motion by Bob
and 2" by Penny. All approved. . Revised from area 5 to 6. Approved via email
9/29/2026.

Announcement on securing the church and turning off all lights after service to see if
anyone wants to assist with closing on Sunday. So far no volunteers except Mark one
Sunday . Will discuss with the Men’s Sunday School to see if the guys will step up if Phil
is out of town. (Trustees were asked to provide a checklist or guidance to ensure
consistent management)

Items still to be addressed:

Few wooden pockets that hold hymnals have had bottoms come loose, Phil repairing.
Choir loft security issue needs to be addressed with the building inspector on proposed
solution. New door at East entry to the stairwell and new lockset on the existing door on
the west side.

Bracket on exterior sign is broken on one side. Contacted the sign vendor without
solutions. Phil to measure and see if one can be made in the Ahern sheet metal shop.
Not critical.

Wayne P brought up his proposal to change the signage for the sign showing direction to
the rear entry. Discussion took place. Not moving forward currently.

Annual boiler inspection will be coming up in Nov. prior to the heating season. Already
passed the state inspection last spring with the modifications to the compression tank,
Liaison to congregation - Doug Hammack

o No new requests

o first-year total: $1,550

Update from Communications - Amy Ahlstrom

Salem Website and Facebook
o Continue to keep Website and Facebook fresh.
o Facebook followers increasing. Continue to share posts

Pastor Hakki Discussion Time

Pastor Hakki is attending mandatory School of Leadership Conference for the Wisconsin
& Northern lllinois Conferences in Green Lake, WI, from Tuesday, Sept. 29, to Thursday,
Oct. 1.

October 18 is Laity Membership Sunday. Penny Kottke will be preaching.

Noted that new visitors, returning members, or those with mobility needs often feel
awkward leaving their pews during Passing the Peace. In addition to Pastor Hakki
greeting them, leaders were asked to proactively reach out and greet those staying in
their seats. Reach out to those people before and after worship.

Pastor Hakki’s focus for the next 3 months will be to get to know members better on a
1:1 basis. Watch announcements, e-news and Kaleidoscope for details of when to make
an appointment with him.

The Clergy Equitable Compensation Grant Application has been submitted, with results
expected on October 15th.

Open Discussion

Jon Gilliland shared that the Rodgers organ that we have will need some repairs of
speakers and the Swell pedal. A technician has been contacted to evaluate the organ.
2026 Charge Conference scheduled for Nov. 15 after worship service



o InSun Lee, District Superintendent will preside over our Charge Conference

o Amy has assembled list of members that haven'’t attended since 1/1/2024 and Pam
Davidson has provided names only of those that haven'’t given contribution. List sent
to Pastor Hakki, and Jon

o Wis. Conference website portal for filing reports is open per Pastor Hakki. People

Portal .

o Due to sending pledge card info out in Oct., probably won’t have budget ready for
Charge Conference. Will have ready for January 2027.
e With Mark Runke being assigned to Randolph Courtland UMC, he will be stepping down
from leadership at SUMC. The Pastor and the Nomination team will discern the next
steps and share an update regarding the future ALB chair in due course.

Next meeting date: October 19, 2026 at 6:00 pm

Closing comments, close meeting with prayer by Pastor Hakki

Motion to adjourn by Bob Mikkelsen. Seconded by Mickie Anderson. Motion voted on by those
present and passed unanimously.
Meeting concluded at 7:32 pm

Respectfully submitted

Amy Ahlstrom, Communication Specialist

Aug-26
Aug-26 YTD
Budget | Actual Budget Actual Comments
Includes $10,000 from Foundation Endowment
Revenue $ 18,667 | $16,153 $157,675 | $180,168 Account, $6K Louis Glassnap, $24K Blackbaud
Staff Parish: Pastor S 8,549 |S 7,763 S 67,743 | S 66,420
Staff Parish: Staff S 4,862 S 3,783 S 36,958 | $ 31,094
Christian Education S - S - S 1,716 |$ 1,074
General Admin: S 3,782 |S$ 5,548 S 40,209 | $ 39,562 Apportionments fully paid,
Worship: Worship S 152 |S - S 1,895 S 1,040
Development: S 13§ - S 100($ -
Caring Ministries: S - s - S 71| S 51
Evangelism: S - S 67 S 150 | S 874
Missions: S - S - S -
Trustees: Utilities S 756 | S 855 S 12,613 | § 15,810 Utilities more than projected
Trustees: Insurance S 1,409 | S 1,437 S 11,271 | $ 10,259 |o Insurance in March, 1st month of new payment cyc
Trustees: Maintenanc¢ S 2,483 S 726 S 20,915 | § 11,987
Trustees: Capital Expense S - S - S -
Finance: Audit s - $ - s -
Total Expense S 22,006 | $20,179 $193,641 | $178,170
Net Income S (3,339) S (4,026) S (35,966) S 1,998
Mission of the Month |
Warming Shelter Jan-26 S 730.00
Cash On Hand: August Feed My Starving Children Feb-26 S 2,757.00
General Fund Checking S 25,089.41 Sleep in Heavenly Mar-26 S 745.00
Dedicated Account Money Market | $ 77,496.98 Heifer Project Apr-26 $  595.00
Capital Fund: Money Market S 56,171.77 Golden Cross May-26 S 480.00
UMF Investments $464,750.17 Food Pantry (+ 1/2FM Proc  Jun-26 S 680.00
Astop (+ 1/2 FM Proceed) Jul-26 S 460.00
Habitat for Humanity Aug-26 $  350.00
Red Bird Mission Sep-26
Blankets Oct-26
Rooted & Rising Nov-26
UMCOR Dec-26
$ 6,797.00



https://www.wisconsinumc.org/peopleportal
https://www.wisconsinumc.org/peopleportal

Prayer Chain: Do you have a concern or a joy you you'd like to share with the pray
er chain? Call Julie Francis at 920-948-4032 with these requests. All prayer concerns
are confidential and kept within the prayer chain. Prayer requests are sent out via
email; if you'’re interested in being a prayer warrior, you may also contact Julie.

Pastor Hakki's General Contact Information

Pastor Hakki's general contact hours will be Monday through Thursday, from
9:00 AMto 5:00 PM. During these hours, church members are welcome to callor
text Pastor Hakki as they feel comfortable to (213) 477-0192.

Also, Pastor Hakki's Sabbath is on Friday, and his day off is on Saturday.
However, he is always available anvtime for urgent pastoral care or emergency

On Sat Nov 14™, the Salem’s Men’s Fellowship will be hosting our annual Chili Dinner. This will be a Drive
Through event, but the chili will be great as always. We will be selling quart To Go containers and to
provide flexibility you can come by to pick it up anytime between 2 PM and 6 PM. The men will run the
chili out to your car and take payment at the drive through to make it as easy as possible! We will have
regular chili or chili without beans. We will also have limited quantities of cheesy vegetable and chicken
vegetable soup so get your order in quickly to reserve your quarts! All quarts are $9 each and they
freeze wonderfully so stock up if you wish! You can easily get a couple of bowls from each quart. Please
send your orders via e-mail to Phil Corbin at pcorbin@jfahern.com or call Phil at 920-960-7559. You can

also drop an order form off in the church drop box or in the offering plate if that is preferred. See order
form below:

Name:

Preferred time to pick up the Chili/Soup: 2PM 3PM 4PM 5PM 6PM Sunday after service (circle
one)

Qty of quarts of regular chili:

Qty of quarts of chili without beans:

Qty of quarts of cheesy Vegetable Soup: (limited quantities available)

Qty of Chicken Vegetable Soup: : (limited quantities available)

All quarts are $9 each. If you need delivery, please note and provide a phone number and we will make
the appropriate arrangements.


mailto:pcorbin@jfahern.com

Upcoming Special Worship Services

World Communion Sunday

On Sunday, October 4 we remember that we are part of the whole body of believers.
Christians in every culture break bread and pour the cup to remember and affirm
Christ as the Head of the Church. Whether shared in a grand cathedral, a mud hut,
outside on a hilltop, in a meeting house, or in a store front, Christians celebrate the
communion liturgy in as many ways as there are congregations.

Sunday School Fall Mission Project - The "“Virtual Garden”

d.\f' Bring “seeds” of non-perishable food items to plant in the “garden” during Children’s
% Time on Sunday mornings. Food items will be collected beginning October 11
through November 15. Donations will be given to Fond du Lac area Food Pantry
just in time for Thanksgiving. You will find a complete list of needed items on the
table across from the church office or on the table in the Narthex.
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Redbird Mission Trip

The annual adult mission trip to Red Bird Mission in Kentucky will depart on
Saturday, October 17" with Mark and Jeannie Runke, Jason and Joyelle King
and Jon Gilliland on board. Joining them is former Salem member Mike Rankin
and 3 people from their Emmaus group. Please keep them in your prayers for
safe travels and a successful work project. May they be a blessing for those
they help.

October Mission of the Month
Blanket the " A
world in A . s Blankets + A program of Church World Services
"Jesus said, | was in need,

and you cared for me.” ~ Matthew 25:40

This program was created to give a kind, loving
and tangible response to someone facing a difficult time, reminding them that they are not
alone. When you support the CWS Blankets program, you offer more than just warmth—you
provide hope and love to those facing challenging times. In 2025 17,317 CWS Blankets were
shared with people in need thanks to generous donors like you. Every blanket you share tells a
neighbor, “You’re cared for.” CWS also provides hygiene kits, kids kits, period packs and
cleanup buckets. Your generosity makes all of this possible.

e Families who have lost their homes to tornadoes, floods, earthquakes and other
disasters are getting help with blankets, emergency food and shelter - and with
rebuilding their lives and livelihoods.

e People struggling against crushing poverty and harsh climates are learning
sustainable farming practices that will help them keep food on the table - and take it
to market.



e Vulnerable children have access to clean, safe water and the nutritional food
essential to growth, development and life itself.

To find out more about the individuals, families and communities you can help, to read some
inspiring stories that happened from donations like yours or to read an impact report that details
the many directions that your donation goes, visit www.cwsblankets.org. If you are able to donate
to this worthy cause, please write “Blankets” on your giving envelope. Together, we can continue
to make a difference.

Adult Sundag 5chool

Sunday Morning Men's Bible Study

Ecclesiastes: Chasing after Meaning by Bill Syrios and Teresa Syrios

Ecclesiastes is the one book in the Bible that just does not seem to fit. What place could such a
harsh assertion of meaninglessness have in a Scripture that intends to reveal the redeeming work
of God in history? Along with the book of Job, Ecclesiastes reminds us that God is bigger, and our
life in this world more unpredictable, than we might think. Join us as we dig into the last couple of
chapters; and “stay tuned” as we consider what's the next study for us!

All are invited to meet in the Gathering Room following the worship service for some “arm-chair”
quarterback discussion, followed by digging into the Scriptures, and of course, great food. Weekly
leadership (and food) is shared by class members. New members are always welcome to join!

Visions Adult Sunday School
Acts: Catching Up with the Spirit — by Prof. Matthew L. Skinner

In Acts: Catching Up with the Spirit, author and biblical scholar Matthew Skinner provides a broad
yet theologically attuned introduction to this important book and its story of the early church
learning to bear witness about God’s salvation through Jesus Christ and the character of the
Christian message, the work of God’s people (the church), and the challenges of living faithfully
in a complex and changing world. We complete this journey on October 4: This Changes
Everything.

At the King's Table — By Lisa Wilt
Where the Broken are Beloved: A Study in 2 Samuel
Grace has already pulled out a chair for you!

In Atthe King's Table, Lisa Wilt invites us into the tender and transformative story of Mephibosheth
in 2 Samuel, a forgotten prince carried from hiding — to - honor and given a seat at the king's
table. This study will speak directly to anyone who have ever felt overlooked, invisible, or less
than, offering a healing vision of a God who doesn't wait for us to fix ourselves. Through Scripture,
reflection, and questions, we'll discover a God who seeks us out, calls us by name, restores us
from our lowest places, and covers our wounds with grace. At the heart of this study is a simple
and life-changing truth: even in the places where you feel broken, you are cherished, chosen, and
invited to sit with the King. This six-week study will begin October 11 through November 15. If
you're interested in the study book, cost is $27.00.


http://www.cwsblankets.org/

New members always welcome to join Visions class in Fellowship Hall following the worship
service for some food, fellowship and discussion. ~Julie Francis, Visions Class Leader

Tuesday Morning Adult Bible Study - 9:30-11:00 am in Fellowship Hall
At the King's Table — By Lisa Wilt
Where the Broken are Beloved: A Study in 2 Samuel

For a complete description of this study, see information with Visions Sunday School Class. This
6-week study will begin on Tuesday, October 13 through November 17. Contact Julie Francis at
920-948-4032 if you're interested in participating in the class. Cost of the study book is $27.00.

Saturday, October 10, 2026
Salem’'s 27™ Apple Harvest
Apple Pie and Pie-in-a Jar

Drive-through pickup - 9:00am - 2:00pm
Look for Apple Pie-in-a-Jar and Apple Pie order forms in this Kaleidoscope!

Please share with your friends and family!

Please — mark your calendar and plan to help with the Apple Pie Production when you can:

e Friday, October 2: making apple pies and frozen pie pickup

e Monday, October 5: making apple pies

e Tuesday, October 6: making and baking apple pies

e Wednesday, October 7: making apple pies and pickup

e Thursday, October 8: Day Off!

e Friday, October 9: making and baking apple pies
If you are newly retired or have flexibility in your work schedule, join our Appealing Peelers, Cutting Edge
Cleaners, Dough Boys, Holy Rollers, Merry Mixers, Talented Toppers, and Minute Men as often and for as
long as you are able. We begin at 7:00 AM and work until the freezers are full and orders are ready; 10-15
people will make this happen. Typically, we’re finished by 1:00 PM depending on number of orders. And
as always, the fellowship is fantastic!

*Saturday, October 10
Help deliver frozen pie orders; 9:00am-2:00pm.



Scrip Gift Cards for Stocking Stuffers?
"") T Yes, it's hard to believe but Christmas is approaching quickly! This
f‘\ b Jd% is a great time to start thinking about Gift Cards to order from Scrip
for those Stocking Stuffers, Co-workers, teachers, those difficult
people to buy for! While you’re thinking, here are the Scrip
ordering dates: October 11, October 25, November 8, November 15, November 29 and
December 13.
e Types of Gift Cards available? Grocery, home improvement, gas, dining,
specialty retailers, pharmacy, department stores to name a few.

e Examples:

Vendor Amount % Profit Salem Profit

Culver’s $25.00 8% $2.00

Festival Foods $100.00 3% $3.00

Pick & Save $50.00 4% $2.00

Piggly Wiggly $50.00 4% $2.00

Kohl’'s $25.00 7% $1.75

Fleet Farm $100.00 3.5% $3.50

Kwik Trip $25.00 5% $1.25

e Orders are at the church office by the following Thursday.

¢ Order forms and a schedule are located outside the church office. Complete the
order form and payment (checks made out to Salem Scrip) and put in the
provided envelopes. Drop the envelope into the secured lockbox by the office.
Orders are picked up on Sundays following Sunday School.

e Profits so far for 2026 are $2,329.07 (Profit increase of $588 compared to this
time last year)

Still have questions about how Scrip works? Talk with Sue Gerritson or Amy Ahlstrom.



OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

1 Alison Capoyianes 17 Shannon Foth

1 Mike Schafer 18 Landon Hammack
4 Elias Schafer 19 Doug Hammack

7 Jenifer Corbin 22 Kendall Nelson

7 Owen Harding 25 Ashley Vogelsberg
10 Jan Schingen 26 Mitchell Riley

12 Sue Morgan 30 Gayle Fraley

16 Judy Jackson 31 Sebastian Petak

1 Dan and Mary Scharinger 4 Jason and Joyelle King
3 Arnie and Helen Bronk 8 Kirk and Sara Bell
4 Donald and Sue Kastorff 9 John and Ashley Vogelsberg

4 Jason and Joyelle King
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3

"School of 7am—-1pm

Leadership in Green] Pie Making

Lake, WI" 10am-1pm

Pie in aJar and
Frozen pies pick up

4 World 5 6 7 8 9 10
Communion 7am-—1pm 7am—1pm 7am—1pm 1:00PM—-3:00PM | 7am—1pm 9am-2pm
Sunday Pie making Pie making Pie Making Pastor's Continuing | Pie making Apple Harvest
9:00 am Worship - | Mickie’s Dance Class Pie and Piein a jar Education curbside pick up
Communion 6 pm—8pm pick up 6:30 pm Women'’s
10:00 am Fellowship Hall 10am—1pm Life Group
Fellowship
10:15 am Sunday
School
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
9:00 am Worship 9:30am—11:00am | 7:00 pm Choir
10:00 am Adult Bible Study
Fellowship Fellowship Hall

10:15 am Sunday
School

2:30 PM BGM
Meeting




18 Laity Sunday 19 20 21 22 23 24
9:00 am Worship KALEIDOSCOPE 9:30am—-11:00am | 7:00 pm Choir 1:00 PM —-3:00 PM
10:00 am DEADLINE Adult Bible Study Pastor's Continuing
Fellowship 6:00 pm ALB Fellowship Hall Education
10:15 am Sunday | (Accountable 5:45 pm -7:50 pm
School Leadership Board) Green Thumb
meeting Garden Club
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
9:00 am Worship 9:30 am—11:00 am 7:00 pm Choir
10:00 am Adult Bible Study
Fellowship Fellowship Hall

10:15 Sunday
School
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