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Salem United Methodist Church
Entering the Sacred Season of Lent By Rev. Eliud Martinez

Lent is a season of holy invitation, calling us to slow our pace, quiet our hearts, and attend more faithfully
to the voice of God. It is a time set apart by grace, in which we are invited to examine our lives in the light
of God’s love and to seek renewal of heart and mind. Through the disciplines of prayer, fasting, and acts
of mercy, we turn away from all that distracts us from God and open ourselves more fully to God’s

forgiving and transforming grace.

As the people of God, we journey together through this season of repentance and hope. Beginning on
Ash Wednesday, we enter the forty days of Lent, remembering our mortality, confessing our sin, and
trusting in the mercy of God. Throughout this season, the church offers opportunities for prayer,
reflection, and service, that we may grow in love of God and neighbor. Whether through daily prayer, the
surrender of habits that bind us, or acts of compassion toward the poor and vulnerable, we respond to

God'’s call to faithful discipleship.

May this Lenten season be for us a time of self-examination, repentance, and renewal, as we are shaped
by God’s grace and strengthened for holy living. And as we walk this path together, may our hearts be

prepared to share fully in the joy and promise of Christ’s resurrection on Easter Day.

With prayers for a blessed and fruitful Lent.
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Check out Salem’s Revised Website!!

https://www.fdlsalemchurch.com/

IF YOU - or someone you know - needs to see this, please tell them that. ..

YOUR Senior Choir at Salem United Methodist Church
is looking for

A FEW INTERESTED AND INSPIRED SINGERS

Come SING with us and ENJOY:

- Associating and making music with great people

- Emotional and physical health benefits

- Meaning in musical expression

- Worshiping in an open and accepting environment

A long-term commitment, church membership,
or a “professional” singing voice is not required.

For additional information please contact Jon Gilliland at jonbgilliland@gmail.com . . . or just talk to him.
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* March Mission of the Month is Sleep in Heavenly Peace.
“No Kid Sleeps on the Floor in Our Town” Is their motto!
Sleep in Heavenly Peace was founded in Kimberly, Idaho in

/ 2012. It provides hand-made bunk beds for children who
don’t have beds of their own. Every bed is handcrafted and
constructed by volunteers willing to donate their time to help

I n AR chiIdr(?n in their community and is funded by generous

donations.

Tom Otte’s, FdL’'s Chapter President, shared that last year (2025) 307 beds were delivered. These beds

went to children ages 3-17. They were in new home placements, domestic family splits in new housing,

fire displacements, rodent and insect displacements, new moves into the community, children aging

into the program at age 3, and just coming across children who we’ve found received their FIRST BED at

age 14..multiple instances of this.

For about $250.00 a bed is created. Nationally the cost is around $300.00. Our Chapter has some great
partners that help us keep our costs slightly lower. This year our goal is to build 400 beds. We are
lowering the percentage of “bedlessness” in FdL county. It was approximately 5% when we began 5
years ago, and now it is down to almost 2%. We are growing geographically now covering 33 zip codes
which are all of Fond du Lac and all of Dodge Counties, sans Juneau. There will be 6 bed builds in 2026,
one has been completed. Shari Grinnell participated in this event.

The bedding donation Dropbox is located inside the FdL County Airport. This is the main source of
bedding collection. All bedding has been 100% donated which helps to keep our average cost lower than
the national average.

The Wisconsin-Fond du Lac Chapter’s president is Tom Otte. He may be contacted at
tom.otte@shpbeds.org if you would like to help on a “Build Day”.
Talk to Shari about her experience.

Thank you for supporting this very important mission.


mailto:tom.otte@shpbeds.org

Adult Sundaq School

Sunday Morning Men'’s Bible Study

Ecclesiastes: Chasing after Meaning by Bill Syrios and Teresa Syrios

This study was written about a book that takes on life’s most difficult questions. As a matter of fact, the
very first sentence lays out the author’s stunning conclusion, “Meaningless! Meaningless!” says the
Teacher. “Utterly meaningless! Everything is meaningless.” ~Ecclesiastes 1:2 NIV

Ecclesiastes is the one book in the Bible that just does not seem to fit. What place could such a harsh
assertion of meaninglessness have in a Scripture that intends to reveal the redeeming work of God in
history? Along with the book of Job, Ecclesiastes reminds us that God is bigger, and our life in this world
more unpredictable, than we might think. This study invites you to take a realistic tour of life.

All are invited to meet in the Gathering Room following the worship service for some “arm-chair”
qguarterback discussion, followed by digging into the Scriptures, and of course, great food. Weekly
leadership (and food) is shared by class members. New members are always welcome to join!

Visions Adult Sunday School
Lenten Study
Why Did Jesus Have to Die? - The Meaning of the Crucifixion, by Adam Hamilton

When Words Fall Short, the Cross Still Speaks!

The Gospel writers saw the Crucifixion (and the subsequent Resurrection) as the climax of God’s work in
the life of Christ. You cannot understand Jesus without understanding his crucifixion. The New Testament
authors didn’t settle on one meaning of the crucifixion but instead offered a dozen or more metaphors to
explain how it saves, but often without a clear explanation of how Jesus’s death accomplishes the saving
work they describe. Because of this vagueness, wrapping our minds around the logic and meaning of the
cross can cause us to miss the full impact it can have on our daily lives. Why Did Jesus Have to Die? is
written to help make sense of the crucifixion, to listen for how God might speak to us through it, and that
we might say, along with Paul, “I have been crucified with Christ and | no longer live, but Christ lives in
me.” (Galatians 2:20). This six-week study began on February 22 and continues through March 29.

Join Visions class in Fellowship Hall following the worship service for some food, fellowship and discussion.
~Julie Francis, Visions Class Leader



Sunday School Mission Lenten Mission - Birthday Boxes for Food Pantry

Donations will be collected during Children’s Time through Sunday, March 22. Bring one or two items
needed for each birthday box and we can put them together. Or bring an entire birthday box.

Each birthday box includes:

Aluminum 9x13 pan with plastic lid

N e Box of “Funfetti” cake mix (blue for boys, pink for girls) or
any cake mix

e 1 tub of “Funfetti” frosting; or any frosting

e 1 can of white soda (used in place of water, eggs, & oil)

e Candles

e Balloons

e Birthday plates
e  Whisk

Prayer Chain: Do you have a concern or a joy you you’d like to share with the
prayer chain? Call Julie Francis at 920-948-4032 with these requests. All prayer
concerns are confidential and kept within the prayer chain. Prayer requests are
sent out via email; if you're interested in being a prayer warrior, you may also
contact Julie.

College students: if you are graduating this spring, or you graduated in December, please
A contact Julie Francis to let us know when you graduated, where you graduated and what

degree you received. Salem would like to honor all graduates during a worship service in
l June.



I—IOLY WEEK

Palm Sundag
Sundag, March 29; 9:00am worship service

Everyone is invited to join the Palm Processional at the beginning of the service; led by the Sunday
School children. Special music presented by the children and Salem’s adult choir.

Maundy Thursdag; April 2; 6:00Pm

This service will be held in the Chapel with Holy Communion. We will learn about and participate in The
Seder Meal; the ritual feast that marks the beginning of the Jewish holiday of Passover. This is the meal
Jesus and his disciples had in the upper room.

Good Friclag; Aprﬂ 3; 6:00Pm
e Seven | ast Words of Cl'm'st”

This service will be held in the Chapel

The service reflects on the final phrases spoken by Jesus Christ during his crucifixion. These words are
drawn from the Gospels and are significant for their theological and emotional depth. The service
includes scripture readings, candle lighting and extinguishing, hymns, reflections, and prayers.




" aster - (elebrate the Jog of Jcsus’ Resurrection!

Sundag, Apn] 5
7:00am Sunrise service held in the C[’:apcl

Communion will be served and the confirmation students will be participating in this service.

7:45~8:30am: [ aster Ercakmcast

Served by the men’s group in Fellowship Hall

(Look to make reservations in upcoming bulletin inserts)

9:00am Service in the Sanctuarg

The choir will sing and communion will be served

(No 5uncla3 5(}100‘ on F_astcr)

Women'’s Life Group Update

ol e Sl e Our Women'’s Life Group continues to meet on the 2nd Thursday of

allows you to come upon a pothole.

Your faith is your shock absorber. each month from 6:30-8:00 p.m. All women are welcome!

Each month, the group selects a topic for open, honest, and faith-
centered discussion. Together, we explore real-life experiences through
the lens of Scripture, sharing insights, questions, and encouragement to help us better understand how
God is leading us. These gatherings are uplifting, safe, and filled with genuine connection — a place where
we can be real about life, faith, and the challenges we all face.

We hope you'll join this amazing group of women as we continue to grow in faith, share in love, and
support one another in life’s journey.



Special Sunday Hymn Sing - April 12, 2026

Salem’s Worship Committee has selected the Sunday after Easter, April 12, as a special Hymn
Sing Sunday. The entire service will be filled with favorite hymns selected from those
“nominated” by church members.

On each Sunday morning during the month of March, special cards will be available in the
Narthex and from the ushers. You may choose one or as many of your favorite hymns - from
either the Red UMC Hymnal or the black TFWS Hymnal - write them on the card(s) and return
them in the offering plates. Any/All hymns are “fair game;” it is not necessary to limit your
favorite(s) to seasonal tunes. A selection of as many favorite hymns as is practical from all of
the received nominations will be made to be included in the singing service on April 12th.

In the past Salem has held similar Hymn Sing Sundays and the congregation has enjoyed the
singing of a variety of old and new favorite hymns. Sunday, April 12, ought to be a joyous
service of favorite music.
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Salem United Methodist Church

Family Easter Event

Saturday, March 28, 2026
9:00 a.m.—-11:00 a.m.

@ 120 Sheboygan St, Fond du Lac, WI 54935
R R R R R R R R R R R R R R
Join Us for a Joyful Easter Family Celebration!

+# Easter Egg Hunt Crafts Easter Stories

& Games & Activities U Fellowship & Treats

- R R R R R R R R R R R R

Fun for the Entire Family!
Everyone is Welcome — Bring Your Friends!

R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R
@ Please Register by March 22, 2026

See Katherine Gilliland or Penny Kottke with Questions

(Detach and return to the church office or place in the offering plate.)

9 Registration Form 9€ Family Easter Event, Saturday, March 28,2026 9 — 11 a.m.

Family Name: Phone Number:

Email Address:

Number of Adults Attending: Number of Children Attending: Total

Ages of Children (optional):




Accountable Leadership Board (ALB)
Agenda/Minutes
February 16, 2026

Meeting convened at 6:04 pm

Attendees: Mark Runke, Phil Corbin, Bob Mikkelsen, Pastor Martinez, Rick Roth, Doug Hammack, Penny
Kottke, Amy Ahlstrom

Excused: Jon Gilliland, Mickie Anderson

Opening Prayer provided by Amy Ahlstrom

Approval of January minutes: Motion made by Phil Corbin to approve as written. Seconded by Bob
Mikkelsen. Motion voted on by those present and passed unanimously.

Specialists Reports (formerly Committee Reports)

Trustees-Phil Corbin

O

e}

Failed Annual Fire Marshall inspection due to Two violations
= Main electric panel in the storage room behind the fellowship hall was blocked with
a table with supplies on it. Table moved, marked the required clearance space on
the floor with warning tape.
=  Extension cord behind the altar. Corrected with surge protector plug strip.
Security concerns in choir loft when Libby is practicing and only person in building
=  Fire Marshall open to solutions for East and West entrances
= Will contact Building Inspector for approval
=  East entry will have new secure lever installed to be locked when Libby is
present
=  West entry with gate to be locked when Libby is present. Work in progress
=  Phil communicating with Libby as to progress
= Estimated cost $2,000.00- $3,000.00
Kitchen hood suppression system failed inspection
=  Tank that holds the dry chemical needs to be recertified with a hydrostatic test
due to age. Awaiting quote
Boiler inspection failed as new inspector due to change in insurance
= Phil found a compression tank in Milwaukee and Norm and Phil placed into
boiler room. August Winters pipe in on 2/17/2026. Phil will send a photo of the
ASME stamp on the tank, text it to the inspector, and he will approve and send
in our state paperwork.
=  Cost of $3,200 covered by donation.
Annual Lift Inspection
=  Phil waiting to reschedule as inspector has cancelled twice

Finance- Rick Roth-Financials emailed to ALB prior to meeting

O

Review of sheet provided in email for January 2026
=  Endowment of $10,000 came in
= Capital fund of $11,000 came for glass doors
= Apportionment paid (will continue to pay monthly to conference)
= Budget for insurance has increased due to rising costs
= Pastoral compensation package increased as requested by conference
=  Month to month giving down
= Plan townhall meeting with congregation March 1 after service

Missions-Doug Hammack-Missions of the Month



o No changes to schedule at this time

o Will consider adding contributing to Mission that Judi Balson and her husband will be doing
in Bahamas in the future.

Discuss Phase 3, Implementing (from book Mission Impossible): Tabled until next meeting
Covenant for Accountable Leadership Board (ALB) members
e Covenant given to members to sign for commitment. Will be signed annually
Organization chart and how our new meetings will flow.
e QOrganization chart given to Board in working format-* Formal copy will be developed for Bulletin
Board and handout to congregation
Open Discussion
e Discussion took place of promoting Salem especially using Social Media

o Wayne Piepenberg had developed a PowerPoint presentation of ideas to promote Salem

o Amy has taken and developed Short Term and Long Term Goals to accomplish

o Short Term Goals to include Social Media. Long Term Goal to possibly include Electronic sign.
(Not financially feasible at this time)

o Facebook- Sharon Cowles maintains Salem’s page and keeps current with posting creative
content prior to events and after if pictures are available. She has found more discussion
happens after when pictures are posted. Amy will continue to communicate with Sharon
with events. Currently have 539 followers. Encourage people to share posts to get our name
out there.

o Website- Amy Ahlstrom maintains our site. Has changed up content to keep it current with
adding of page Upcoming Events, simplifying pages. Newsletters / Bulletins are posted.
Calendar up to date. Home page (About Us) is to attract those wanting a quick reference
especially when visiting. Amy will monitor statistics of how many users.

o Instagram — Amy will investigate how to use.

o QR code- Amy will investigate how to use.

o Amy to write article for future Kaleidoscope and inserts of how Salem can participate

e Discussion of Kitchen to Community meeting from 2/10/2026

o Penny Kottke shared great discussion from meeting of how to enhance promoting Salem and
reaching out to the community.

o To schedule follow up meeting in March

Continued discussion regarding roles and expectations.
e Discussed development of Handout for congregation of ALB member names, roles, contact
information.
e Congregational members to contact Doug Hammack, Member-At-Large if they have ideas for

ALB.

Next meeting date March 16, 2026 at 6:00 pm

Closing comments, close meeting with prayer by Pastor Martinez
Meeting concluded at 7:37 pm

Respectfully submitted

Amy Ahlstrom, Communication Specialist



MARCH BIRTHDAYS

10
12

Gary Pucker

Wayne Buck
Casanna Rasch

Chris Margelofsky
Lynette Krohn
James B. Kottke
Becky McDowell
Gerianne Pertl
Abraham Vogelsberg
Shane Boelk

Randy Kottke

Lacey Schafer
Genevieve Vogelsberg
Elizabeth Kottke

13

15
16
18
19

20
22

24

Margaret Hicken
Linda Higley
Karen Kalsbeek
Brent Sabel
Jason Kissinger
Megan Francis
Deb Gilliland
Harry Classen
David Sasada
Tom Foth

Dale Rock

Susan Kastorff
Rita Schuldt
Lauren Tamminga

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES




W

’ March ’
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 **SCRIP Due** 2 3 4 5 6 7
9:00 AM Worship/ 9:30 AM Lent Bible 7:00 PM Choir 6:30 PM Kitchen to
Communion Study Community Mtg
10:15 AM Sunday School
5 PM Confirmation Class
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
9:00 AM Worship 9:30 AM Lent Bible 6:00 PM Worship | 6:30 PM Women'’s
10:00 AM Fellowship Study Mtg Life Group
10:15 AM Sunday School 7:00 PM Choir
15 **SCRIP Due** 16 17 18 19 20 21
9:00 AM Worship 6 PM Mickie’s 9:30 AM Lent Bible 7:00 PM Choir 9:00 AM
10:00 AM Fellowship Dance Class Study Feed My Starving
10:15 AM Sunday School | 6 PM ALB Children
5 PM Confirmation Class | **Kaleidoscope
Deadline**
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
9:00 AM Worship 9:30 AM Lent Bible 7:00 PM Choir 5:45 PM Green Thumb 9:00 AM
10:00 AM Fellowship Study Garden Club Family Easter Event
10:15 AM Sunday School
29 **SCRIP DUE** 30 31

9:00 AM Palm Sunday
10:00 AM Fellowship
10:15 AM Sunday School



https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/

Salem United Methodist Church
120 Sheboygan St.
Fond du Lac, WI 54935

DO YOU HAVE AN EMAIL ADDRESS?

IF SO, PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW:
office@salemchurch.com

IT'S A WAY TO SAVE SOME PRINTING
AND MAILING COSTS!

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
9:00 AM Sunday Morning Worship Service

Pastor Eliud Martinez

Email: pastorfdlsalemumc@gmail.com

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

MONDAY-THURSDAY

1-3 PM

OFFICE IS CLOSED ON FRIDAYS

920-921-8605

WEBSITE: www.fdlsalemchurch.com
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