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Salem United Methodist Church

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,

Receive a fraternal greeting filled with peace and hope at the beginning of this year 2026.
We have just celebrated the liturgical seasons of Advent and continue to live in the joy of
the Christmas season, remembering that in Jesus, God becomes present and walks with
us on our pilgrimage toward eternity.

We begin this new year with gratitude and joy, recognizing the work of the Holy Spirit in
the midst of our Church. We are living in a time of renewal as we celebrate the launch of
the Accountable Leadership Board (ALB).

Lead by our District Superintend, Rev. InSun Lee, formally approved the adoption of
Accountable Leadership Borad on December 21, 2025. This renewed form of
organization will allow us to focus with greater faithfulness and clarity on the mission and
vision that God has entrusted to the Church.

The mission of The United Methodist Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world. Local churches and extension ministries are the primary
places where this formation becomes living and concrete (Book of Discipline 2020/2024,
11120). Likewise, our vision is to form disciples of Jesus Christ who, empowered by the
Holy Spirit, love boldly, serve joyfully, and lead courageously in their local communities
and throughout the world.

This renewal invites us to move forward with renewed commitment in proclaiming the
Good News of salvation. It is a call to live an authentic missional transformation, faithful



to the mandate the risen Lord gave his disciples: to take the Gospel to every place,
people, and nation.

God is the One who initiates the mission of the Church, offering us the mystery of
Christmas and the supreme gift of eternal life. In Jesus Christ, we recognize ourselves as
sons and daughters of God, an expression of God’s unconditional love for all humanity.
God desires that all may be saved, and come to the knowledge of this truth.

With renewed spirit, | invite you to begin this year 2026 as builders of the mission, each
one from the gifts and role that God has entrusted to you. United by divine love and grace,
let us care for the unity of the Body of Christ, forming one people who live in peace, joy,
and communion, and walk together in the fulfillment of the mission and vision of the Salem
Methodist Church.

May the Lord bless you abundantly and guide us throughout the new year 2026.

Grace and Peace



IF YOU - or someone you know - needs to see this, please tell them that . . .

YOUR Senior Choir at Salem United Methodist Church
is looking for

A FEW INTERESTED AND INSPIRED SINGERS

Come SING with us and ENJOY:

- Associating and making music with great people

- Emotional and physical health benefits

- Meaning in musical expression

- Worshiping in an open and accepting environment

A long-term commitment, church membership,
or a “professional” singing voice is not required.

For additional information please contact Jon Gilliland at jonbgilliland@gmail.com . . . or just talk to him.

Custodial Update

As many of you know, in March we will be saying goodbye to our

\, " wonderful custodian, Judi. She and her husband will be retiring as they
N “L ’ step into a new season of mission work. Judi will be greatly missed at
=]l " 7% Salem.
- ;

! Judi has always viewed her work here as a calling—serving God through
‘Q faithful, behind-the-scenes dedication—and she continues to live out her
> faith in truly beautiful ways.
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We are sharing this with our church family in hopes that you may be interested, or may know someone

who might be a good fit for this part-time position. If so, please reach out to Mickie Anderson at (920)
904-0701.
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January Mission of the Month - Holy Family Warming Shelter

“..For I was hungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, | was a stranger and you welcomed me, | was naked and
you gave me clothing, | was sick and you took care of me, | was in prison and
you visited me.”” — Matthew 25:35-40

On November 15, 2023, in collaboration with the community, the Holy Family Warming Shelter opened
on First Street to offer up to 30 single adults (now up to 36) experiencing homelessness a place of safety
and respite during the winter months. The Holy Family Warming Shelter operates on the Christian values
of compassion, dignity, and care for people of all backgrounds and beliefs. With the Warming Shelter’s
central location, guests have access to public transport, as well as many organizations located near
downtown. Through April 30, 2024, the Holy Family Warming Shelter served 164 individuals and
distributed more than 1,000 meals—all of which were donated. A volunteer team of 159 people helped
to care for the shelter’s guests, with more than 32 local organizations represented among the volunteers.

As shelter employees and volunteers sought to meet clients with support, the community sought to do
the same with the shelter. Hundreds of Holy Family Catholic Community parishioners and community
members contributed needed items and thousands of dollars in support. Local government, as well as
numerous businesses, churches, agencies, and organizations assisted by providing funds, and knowledge
to help bring the warming shelter to fruition. Throughout the season other organizations offered guidance
and resources as well. “Without the widespread support we received, we would not have been able to
care for the guests of the Holy Family Warming Shelter, let alone open. We are very grateful for everyone,
from those who donated to those who volunteered, who helped in the shelter in some way this season,”
Holy Family Director of Human Concerns Erin Cobb.

The Holy Family Warming Shelter is open from 5:30 pm to 7:00 am every day from November 1 to April
30. Guests can check in from 5:30 to 8:00 pm every night. This shelter is open to single individuals only,
both men and women over age 18. Guests must be a Fond du Lac County resident and bring identification
(ID) and Social Security number to register.

Please consider giving a donation and noting on your offering envelope: “Holy Family Warming Shelter”.

Sunday School Winter Mission
Holy Family Warming Shelter

During the month of January, we will help support the Warming Shelter by collecting needed items of:
laundry detergent, towels, full-size shampoo, full-sized bottles of shower gel, Kleenex, hand sanitizer, and
disinfecting wipes. Donations can be given during Children’s Time beginning January 11 (through Feb 1).



Prayer Chain: Do you have a concern or a joy you you'd like to share with the prayer
chain? Call Julie Francis at 920-948-4032 with these requests. All prayer concerns
are confidential and kept within the prayer chain. Prayer requests are sent out via
email; if you're interested in being a prayer warrior, you may also contact Julie.

Ac}ult Sundag School

Sunday Morning Men's Bible Study

Ecclesiastes: Chasing after Meaning by Bill Syrios and Teresa Syrios

This study was written about a book that takes on life’s most difficult questions. As a matter of fact, the
very first sentence lays out the author’s stunning conclusion, “Meaningless! Meaningless!” says the
Teacher. “Utterly meaningless! Everything is meaningless.” ~Ecclesiastes 1:2 NIV

Ecclesiastes is the one book in the Bible that just does not seem to fit. What place could such a harsh
assertion of meaninglessness have in a Scripture that intends to reveal the redeeming work of God in
history? Along with the book of Job, Ecclesiastes reminds us that God is bigger, and our life in this world
more unpredictable, than we might think. This study invites you to take a realistic tour of life.

All are invited to meet in the Gathering Room following the worship service for some “arm-chair”
quarterback discussion, followed by digging into the Scriptures, and of course, great food. Weekly
leadership (and food) is shared by class members. New members are always welcome to join!

Visions
Voices of Advent ~ The Bible's Insights for a Season of Hope by Matthew L. Skinner

Due to cold weather cancellation and the Special Church Conference, we will finish the Advent study on
January 4 (Epiphany Sunday): The Voices of Angels and Prophets: Revealing the Messiah.



The Heart of the Psalms - God's Word to the World - By Rev. James C. Howell

Understanding God's Word to the world

The Book of Psalms has been called a school of prayer, as these eloquent words to God become the Word
of God for us and a road map to navigate life with God in this world. This study focuses on six psalms, each
offering a unique glimpse into God’s heart: Psalm 8 (awe), Psalm 27 (beauty), Psalm 51 (mercy), Psalm 73
(surely), Psalm 90 (time), and Psalm 116 (love). The study examines why these six psalms connect so deeply
with us, the church, and beyond. The text gives us a way to pray when words are hard to find, drawing
from the hearts of real people seeking God. Go inside the world of these psalms; consider where they
were written, their key phrases in Hebrew, and even the time of day they evoke. Throughout history,
people have turned to these words at pivotal times, finding hope, comfort, and inspiration. The Heart of
the Psalms will help you weigh why and how these psalms matter and how they can be transformative
today for us, the church, and God’s world. This six-week study will begin on January 11. If you'd like the
study book, cost is $20.00

Join us following the worship service for some food, fellowship and discussion in Fellowship Hall.

~Julie Francis, Visions Class Leader

Upper Room Publication Update

Salem’s Upper Room account has been cancelled. The January-February 2026 issue is the last one that is
available on the table outside the office.

Individual subscriptions, mailed to your home, are available at the Upper Room website.



Prayer Chain: Do you have a concern or a joy you'd like to share with the prayer chain?
Call Julie Francis at 920-948-4032 with these requests. All prayer concerns are confidential and
kept within the prayer chain. Prayer requests are sent out via email; and if you’re interested in
being a prayer warrior, please contact Julie for more information.

Thank you Salem! A total of $2,600 profit from the Scrip program has been given to Salem's general

budget.

Thank you, Salem family for your kindness in providing Christmas gifts for our Jessie
Tree family. Christmas morning will be extra special for this family because you cared.

Looking forward to Feed My Starving Children mobile pack on Saturday, March
F[ED MY 21, 2026. We will begin signing up in January for sessions to pack.

STARVING
CHILDREN




On the road of life, God sometimes
allows you to come upon a pothole.

Your faith is your shock absorber.

Women'’s Life Group Update

Our Women'’s Life Group continues to meet on the 2nd Thursday of each month from 6:30-8:00 p.m. All
women are welcome!

Each month, the group selects a topic for open, honest, and faith-centered discussion. Together, we
explore real-life experiences through the lens of Scripture, sharing insights, questions, and encouragement
to help us better understand how God is leading us. These gatherings are uplifting, safe, and filled with
genuine connection — a place where we can be real about life, faith, and the challenges we all face.

We hope you'll join this amazing group of women as we continue to grow in faith, share in love, and
support one another in life’s journey

Epiphang Sunday

Januarg 4, 2026 with (Communion & Chi]c!ren’s Service

Check out Salem’s Revised Website!!

https://www.fdlsalemchurch.com/
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

Kim Margelofsky
Richard Petak

Vickie Pucker

Al Steger

Robert Mikkelsen
Norm Francis

Carter King

James Mitchell Kottke
Nicole Stewart

Omer Durfee
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31

Janet Martinez
Joe Kottke

John Ahlstrom
Hailey Boelk
Kendall Hidde
Alexander Buck
Cambree Rasch
Annabelle Stewart

Judy Mittelstadt

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES

15 Debbie & Jon Gilliland
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3
Happy New Year!
Office is Closed
4 **SCRIP Due** 5 6 7 8 9 10
9:00 AM Worship 6:00 PM Worship | 6:30 PM Life Group
Service/Communion 7:00 PM Choir
10:15 AM Sunday Schoolj
5 PM Confirmation Class
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
9:00 AM Worship/ 6 PM Mickie’s Dance 7:00 PM Choir
Heroes of Faith Class
10:00 AM Fellowship 6 PM Ad Council
10:15 AM Sunday Schoolj
18 **SCRIP Due** 19 20 21 22 23 24
9:00 AM Worship 6:00 PM Mickie’s 7:00 PM Choir
10:15 AM Sunday School} Dance Class
5 PM Confirmation Class] **Kaleidoscope
Deadline**
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
9:00 AM Worship 7:00 PM Choir 5:45 PM Green

10:00 AM Fellowship

Thumb Garden Club




Salem United Methodist Church
120 Sheboygan St.
Fond du Lac, WI 54935

DO YOU HAVE AN EMAIL ADDRESS?

IF SO, PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW:
office@salemchurch.com

IT’'S A WAY TO SAVE SOME PRINTING
AND MAILING COSTS!

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
9:00 AM Sunday Morning Worship Service

Pastor Eliud Martinez

Email: pastorfdlsalemumc@gmail.com

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

MONDAY-THURSDAY
9:00AM - 3:00PM

OFFICE IS CLOSED ON FRIDAYS

920-921-8605

WEBSITE: www.fdlsalemchurch.com




