
Salem United Methodist Church 

Dear Salem Family,  As your pastor, I want to extend my sincere appreciation for your faithful 

support and generosity throughout the year.  As recipients of God’s abundant grace, our giving 

reflects our gratitude for all that God has done for us through Jesus Christ. Your commitment to 

stewardship enables us to continue the mission and ministry of Salem United Methodist Church, 

proclaiming the gospel, serving our community, and nurturing spiritual growth in all who seek 

God’s presence.  

Enclosed is your Annual Contribution Statement for your records. Please review it carefully and 

let us know if you have any questions. I encourage you to giving prayerfully, knowing that every 

gift, large or small, has helped us share the love of Christ in our community and beyond. 

Thank you for being a vital part of this church family. May God continue to bless you and your 

household with peace, grace, and the richness of His glory in the month ahead and in the coming 

year.  

Grace and Peace, Rev. Eliud     
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       IF YOU - or someone you know - needs to see this, please tell them that . . . 

 

YOUR Senior Choir at Salem United Methodist Church  

is looking for 

 
A FEW INTERESTED AND INSPIRED SINGERS 

 

Come SING with us and ENJOY: 
- Associating and making music with great people 
- Emotional and physical health benefits 
- Meaning in musical expression 
- Worshiping in an open and accepting environment 

 
 

A long-term commitment, church membership,  
or a “professional” singing voice is not required. 

 
 
For additional information please contact Jon Gilliland at jonbgilliland@gmail.com . . . or just talk 

to him. 
 

  

 

 

 

Blue Christmas 
 

As the Christmas holiday approaches, for many people the idea of a joy-filled holiday may seem 
impossible.  In fact, you, yourself, may wonder if Christmas will bring with it any peace this year. In 
keeping with these very understandable feelings, we will gather for a service called the "Blue Christmas" 
on Wednesday, December 17th at 6:00 PM in the Chapel. This quiet service of prayers, hymns, and 
scripture offers strength, courage, and spiritual comfort for those of our church family who have 
experienced loss. 

 
Salem United Methodist Church would like to invite you to this worship service. Please feel free 

to invite other family members or friends who may wish to attend. 
 

We will continue to remember you and your family in our prayers.  

Your Salem Family 

 

 

mailto:jonbgilliland@gmail.com


DECEMBER MISSION OF THE MONTH IS UMCOR 

(United Methodist Committee on Relief) 

 

Responding to Disaster in the U.S. 

UMCOR works with conference leadership to 

provide financial support grants for emergency 

supplies in the immediate aftermath of a disaster 

to funding assistance for larger, long-term 

recovery projects. (coordination of disaster case 

management; hurricane, severe storm, flooding 

and wildfire recovery; and reconstruction & 

rebuilding. 

 

Responding to Disaster Internationally 

UMCOR works with Methodist and ecumenical 

partners & non-governmental organizations 

around the world to help meet the needs of 

communities affected by disasters, both natural 

and man-made, such as wars & internal unrest. 

 

Healing the sick, Preventing Disease 

UMCOR and Global Ministries health projects work to strengthen health care networks that serve 

vulnerable populations, especially mothers and children. They help build better water sources & 

sanitation facilities and promote better nutrition to alleviate suffering caused by treatable diseases. 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Mission Opportunities 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jessie Tree—Adopt a Family for Christmas 

Salem is continuing to celebrate Jesus’s birthday by adopting a family for this Christmas.  

Watch for our Jessie Tree in the entry way.  It is holding envelopes with gift requests for our 

family.  Please choose an envelope or two and purchase the gift(s).  Return the gifts to our 

Christmas tree in the sanctuary by Sunday, December 19th. Do not wrap the gifts for the 

children, but please do for adults. 

 

This is an excellent opportunity to brighten a family’s Christmas. 

 



 

Looking forward to 2026, mark your calendar for the  
Feed My Starving Children mobile pack  
Saturday, March 21, 2026. 

 

 

 

Do You Need a Prayer?  

Call the office, at 920-921-8605, or Julie Francis at 920-948-4032.  

 
 

 

 

              Prayer Chain: Do you have a concern or a joy you’d like to share with the prayer chain? 

Call Julie Francis at 920-948-4032 with these requests. All prayer concerns are confidential and 

kept within the prayer chain. Prayer requests are sent out via email; and if you’re interested in 

being a prayer warrior, please contact Julie for more information. 

 

 

        UPDATE FROM PASTOR MARY 
 
Please continue to keep Pastor Mary in your prayers, and if you are able to reach out, call or 

text her at 920/517-3594. Contact Deb Gilliland for more information.  

 

 

 

 



 

The Holiday season is fast approaching! Scrip Gift Cards make a great Christmas gift or stocking stuffer!  

• Types of Gift Cards available? Grocery, home improvement, gas, dining, specialty retailers, 
pharmacy, department stores to name a few. 

• Examples: 

Vendor Amount % Profit Salem Profit 

Culver’s $25.00 8% $2.00 

Festival Foods $100.00 3% $3.00 

Pick & Save $50.00 4% $2.00 

Piggly Wiggly $50.00 4% $2.00 

Kohl’s $25.00 7% $1.75 

Fleet Farm $100.00 3.5% $3.50 

Kwik Trip $25.00 5% $1.25 

 

• Orders are at the church office by the following Thursday afternoon.  

• Order forms and a schedule are located outside the church office. Complete the order form and 
payment (checks made out to Salem Scrip) and put in the provided envelopes. Drop the 
envelope into the secured lockbox by the office. Orders are picked up on Sundays following 
Sunday School.  

• Profits so far for 2025 are $1,993.24. Let’s keep it going! 

• Contact Sue Gerritson at 920-923-2894 or Amy Ahlstrom at 920-948-6813 with questions. 

• Order dates remaining for 2025: 
o December 14 

 
Thank you for your continued support of this ongoing program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Chrismons: Christmas Tree Ornaments with a Spiritual Symbolism 

Chrismons, meaning “Christ monograms” traditionally are white and gold designs made from 
Christian symbols that signify Christ.  Often displayed on an evergreen tree during the Christmas 
season, symbols such as stars, crosses, fish, crowns and the alpha and omega remind us of 
Christ’s identity, his story and of the Holy Trinity.  Chrismons were first developed in 1957 by the 
women of the Ascension Lutheran Church in Danville, Virginia.  
 
The symbols from which the tree decorations are patterned were originally designed and carved or 
drawn by some of the earliest Christians.  They were found in various places, some on jewelry and 
utensils and others on doors or in catacombs or in buildings. 
 
These symbols were used by early Christians to identify themselves to each other and to show non-
believers where they stood.   They were also used to designate the meeting places of the early 
church. 
 
All Chrismons are made in combination of white and gold-white, the liturgical color for Christmas.  
White refers to the Lord’s purity and perfection; gold to His majesty and glory.  We point to the 
Christ as Light of the world by using white lights on the tree. 
 
The Chrismons on our sanctuary tree were made by members of Salem Church and were first used 
in 1999. 
 
For more information and a listing of the symbols and their meanings please contact Pam 
Davidson. 
 

 

 

 

 

Women’s Life Group Update 

Our Women’s Life Group continues to meet on the 2nd Thursday of each month from 6:30–8:00 p.m. All 
women are welcome! 

Each month, the group selects a topic for open, honest, and faith-centered discussion. Together, we 
explore real-life experiences through the lens of Scripture, sharing insights, questions, and encouragement 
to help us better understand how God is leading us. These gatherings are uplifting, safe, and filled with 
genuine connection — a place where we can be real about life, faith, and the challenges we all face. 

We hope you’ll join this amazing group of women as we continue to grow in faith, share in love, and 
support one another in life’s journey 

 



Special Sunday Hymn Sing - 12/28 

 
Salem’s Worship Committee has selected the very last Sunday of 2025, December 28, as a special Hymn 
Sing Sunday.  The entire service will be filled with favorite hymns selected from those “nominated” by 
church members. 
 
On each Sunday morning during the month of November, special cards will be available in the NarthEx 
and from the ushers.  You may choose one or as many of your favorite hymns - from either the Red UMC 
Hymnal or the black TFWS Hymnal - write them on the card(s) and return them in the offering plates.  
Any/All hymns are “fair game;” it is not necessary to limit your favorite(s) to seasonal tunes.  A selection 
of as many favorite hymns as is practical from all of the received nominations will be made to be 
included in the singing service on the 28th. 
 
In the past Salem has held similar Hymn Sing Sundays and the congregation has enjoyed the singing of a 
variety of old and new favorite hymns.  Sunday, December 28, ought to be a joyous service of favorite 
music. 

  

 

 

 

 

Sunday School Fall Mission Project - The “Virtual Garden” 

WOW…340 pounds of food was delivered to the Fond du Lac area Food Pantry; they were 

very grateful. Thank you for sharing your blessings with others! And a big shoutout to those who 

came and helped pack and deliver the food. 

 

 

Sunday School Advent Mission - Hats! Mittens! Scarves! 

(and Socks, too!) 

Fill the baskets or hang on trees - warm hats, mittens and scarves during Children’s 

Time beginning November 30, December 7 and 14.  

Donations will be given to the Holy Family Warming Shelter. 

 

 

 



Adult Sunday School 

Visions 

Voices of Advent ~ The Bible’s Insights for a Season of Hope by Matthew L. Skinner 

Experience Advent with the Scriptures that inspire Christmas! 

In Voices of Advent, Matthew L. Skinner lead us through biblical texts and explore how they shape 
our lives and Christmas celebrations. We listen as Jesus promises to return to us in the future, to John 
the Baptist as he prepares the way for the Messiah, to the faithful people and poets who anticipate 
the magnificence of Jesus’s birth, and to the angels and visionaries who praise God when Christmas 
dawns. As we listen carefully to the Bible’s various perspectives that shape our preparations for 
Christmas; we’ll hear hope in all of them. This study will help us experience Advent not only as the 
start of the Christian Church Year, but also as the powerful overture that sets the tone for the 
incredible story of Jesus. We continue with December 7: The Voice of John the Baptist: Preparing the 
Way of the Lord; December 14: The Voices of Mary, Zechariah, and the Gospel of John: Clarify New 
Discoveries with Old Insights; December 21: The Voices of Angels and Prophets: Revealing the 
Messiah. 

 

Join us following the worship service for some food, fellowship and discussion in Fellowship Hall. If 
you’d like the study book, cost is $16.00.  ~Julie Francis, Visions Class Leader 

 

Sunday Morning Men’s Bible Study 

Ecclesiastes: Chasing after Meaning by Bill Syrios and Teresa Syrios 

This study was written about a book that takes on life’s most difficult questions. As a matter of fact, 
the very first sentence lays out the author’s stunning conclusion, “Meaningless! Meaningless!” says 
the Teacher. “Utterly meaningless! Everything is meaningless.” ~Ecclesiastes 1:2 NIV 

 

Ecclesiastes is the one book in the Bible that just does not seem to fit. What place could such a harsh 
assertion of meaninglessness have in a Scripture that intends to reveal the redeeming work of God 
in history? Along with the book of Job, Ecclesiastes reminds us that God is bigger, and our life in this 
world more unpredictable, than we might think. This study invites you to take a realistic tour of life. 

 

All are invited to meet in the Gathering Room following the worship service for some “arm-chair” 
quarterback discussion, followed by digging into the Scriptures, and of course, great food. Weekly 
leadership (and food) is shared by class members. New members are always welcome to join! 

No Sunday School on December 28 

 



 

Apple Harvest Update 

Profit as of November 9: 

$7508.73 

Tuesday Morning Advent Study; 9:30–11:00am/Fellowship Hall 

 

 

Voices of Advent ~ The Bible’s Insights for a Season of Hope by Matthew L. Skinner 

Experience Advent with the Scriptures that inspire Christmas! 

In Voices of Advent, Matthew L. Skinner lead us through biblical texts and explore how they shape 
our lives and Christmas celebrations and hear hope in all of them. For a complete description, please 
see Visions Class information. This 4-week study will be held on November 25, December 2, 9, and 
16. Contact Julie Francis at 920-948-4032 if you’re interested in participating in the class. Cost of the 
study book is $16.00. 

 

Prayer Chain: Do you have a concern or a joy you you’d like to share with the prayer chain? Call Julie 
Francis at 920-948-4032 with these requests. All prayer concerns are confidential and kept within the 
prayer chain. Prayer requests are sent out via email; if you’re interested in being a prayer warrior, you 
may also contact Julie. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



~ADVENT~ 

Prepare your hearts for the birth of Jesus 

 

November 30 ~ First Sunday of Advent – Peter Capoyianes 

preaching 

 

December 7 ~ Second Sunday of Advent – Peter Capoyianes 

preaching 

Communion will be served by Pastor Martinez 
 

December 14 ~ Third Sunday of Advent 

Sunday School Christmas Program for all ages 
 

December 21 ~ Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Choir Cantata 
 

Christmas Eve Services 

4:00pm: Communion and Lighting of Candles 

7:00pm*: Lessons & Carols and Lighting of Candles 
*Michael Hillestad, Classen and Frey families will be providing 

 15-minute pre-service music for the 7:00pm service. 



Epiphany Sunday 

January 4, 2026 with Communion 

 

     December Worship Volunteers       

Date Ushers Greeters Acolyte Liturgist Sound Booth 

Dec 7 Doug 
Hammack 
family 

 Liam S. 

 

Sara R. Landon H. 

Dec 14 Becky M. 

 

Debbie G.   

Doris K. 

Joshua K. 

 

Available Rick R. 

Dec 21 Sara R. 

 

Megan F. Eli S. Lacey S. Mark R. 

Dec 28 Mark R. 

 

Jeannie R. Suzie N. 

 

Julie F. Wayne B. 

 

Thank you to those that have volunteered to help with worship. If you’d like to 

assist, please contact the church office. Training is provided.  

 

 
 

Check out Salem’s Revised Website!! 

 https://www.fdlsalemchurch.com/ 

https://www.fdlsalemchurch.com/


Christmas Cantata 
 
On Sunday, December 21, the Salem UMC Senior Choir will present Hope Has Dawned, Noel, 
a new Christmas cantata by contemporary composer, Mary MacDonald.  This new work is 
complied of many familiar Christmas lyrics and melodies and is partnered with both original and 
beloved tunes.  In addition, there are opportunities for the congregation to join in singing a 
medley of Christmas favorites. 
 
Describing her composition, MacDonald explains that in Hope Has Dawned, Noel, we look back 
over the events leading up to the birth of Christ and journey through the hope experienced by 
Mary and Joseph, the Shepherds, Angels, Magi, and even Zachariah and Elizabeth in the birth 
of John the Baptist. These events would eventually lead us to the birth of Christ, the hope of all 
the world. Creative choral moments offer a variety of musical styles while the narration, with 
musical underscore, bridges between and connects each choral selection. 
 
Be sure to be in church on Sunday, December 21st to participate in this exciting and meaningful 
presentation by the Salem Choir. 
 

 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

1 Richard Waugh 

2 Wayne Piepenburg 

5    Matthew Riley 

 8    Ronald Petak 

10  Jon Gilliland 

Emily Thompson 

Renae Thompson 

17  Donald Kastorff 

19 Lydia Smith 

20 Nicole Jackson 

21 Brian Thompson 

     Perry Schack 

24 Jessica Caldwell 

26 Riley Resop 

28 April Westphal 

29 Sara Bell  

  
      

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 

  2 Lynn & Wayne Piepenburg 

 20 Janet & Pastor Eliud Martinez 

 28 Shari & Alan Grinnell 



                     

     December            

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

 1   2 

 9:30 AM Advent Study 

               

  

3 

6:00 PM Worship 

Planning Meeting 

7:00 PM Choir 

 4 

 

 

 

 

   

5 6 

  

  

  

7     

9:00 AM Worship  

Service/Communion    

10:15 AM Sunday School 

4 PM Charge Conference 

5 PM Confirmation Svc 

8 

 

 

9 

9:30 AM Advent Study  

                

10 

7:00 PM Choir 

 

11 

 6:30 PM  Life Group 

 12   

 

13 

 

  

14         **SCRIP Due** 

9:00 AM Worship/ 

Heroes of Faith 

10:00 AM Fellowship 

10:15 AM Sunday School  

15 

6 PM Mickie’s Dance 

Class 

6 PM Ad Council 

16 

 9:30 AM Advent Study 

 

17 

6:00 PM Blue 

Christmas Svc 

7:00 PM Choir  

18 

  

19 20 

   

21      

9:00 AM Worship  

10:15 AM Sunday School 

 

22  

 **Kaleidoscope           

Deadline**  

  

23 

  

 

24 

 7:00 PM Choir  

 

25 

 

  
Office is Closed  

26 

  

 

 

 

Office is Closed 

27 

  

  

28         

9:00 AM Worship  

10:00 AM Fellowship 

29 

  

       

30 

 

 31 

 7:00 PM Choir 
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Salem United Methodist Church 

      120 Sheboygan St. 

      Fond du Lac, WI  54935 
 

                                            

DO YOU HAVE AN EMAIL ADDRESS?   

IF SO, PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW:  

office@salemchurch.com  

IT’S A WAY TO SAVE SOME PRINTING 

AND MAILING COSTS!  

  

  

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 

9:00 AM Sunday Morning Worship Service 

 

Pastor Eliud Martinez 

Email: pastorfdlsalemumc@gmail.com  

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

MONDAY-THURSDAY      

9:00AM - 3:00PM 

OFFICE IS CLOSED ON FRIDAYS 

920-921-8605 

WEBSITE: www.fdlsalemchurch.com  

http://www.fdlsalemchurch.com/
http://www.fdlsalemchurch.com/
http://www.fdlsalemchurch.com/

